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What It Is/What It Isn’t

The Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan Can Be Used To:
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Aircra� and Airspace Regulations
FAA

IMPERIAL COUNTY, CITIES OF BRAWLEY, 
CALIPATRIA, CALEXICO, EL CENTRO, & IMPERIAL

PILOT

IMPERIAL COUNTY

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

UNITED STATES

•  Establishes airspace - where
 aircraft may be flown
•  Sets aircraft noise standards
•  Certifies aircraft and pilots

•  No control over aircraft in flight
•  May establish land use plans to promote
 public health & safety in the vicinity of airports

•  Responsible for safe operation of
 aircraft in the air and on the ground

•  No land use authority except on airports that were previously owned by the
 federal government and/or on airports which receive federal funding for airport
 capital improvements projects.

LAND USE REGULATIONS
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ABATEMENT

PROCEDURES

“Cessna four-one-seven-
sierra-tango cleared for 

takeoff on runway one-two,
southeast departure 

approved”

“Tower, Cessna
four-one-seven-

sierra-tango holding short
 of runway one-two for
VFR departure south-

eastbound.”

•  Responsible for maintaining a safe airport
• Coordinates with citizens and developers to promote
 land use compatibility

•  Enables local land use planning through adoption of zoning
 ordinances and a General Plan
• Enables airport commission to act as an airport zoning commission
 to zone property within one mile of the airport.
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IMPERIAL COUNTY ALUCP

Airport Land Use Planning Handbook Safety Zones

GENERAL AVIATION RUNWAY WITH
SINGLE-SIDED TRAFFIC PATTERN

Assumptions:
- Length 4,000 to 5,999 feet

- Approach visibility minimums     ¾ mile and 

< 1 mile

- Zone 1 = 1,000’ x 1,510’ x 1,700

  See Note.

>

LOW ACTIVITY GENERAL AVIATION RUNWAY

Assumptions:
- Less than 2,000 takeoffs and landings
   per year at individual runway end.

- Length less than 4,000 feet

- Approach visibility minimums     1 mile or 
   visual approach only

  See Note. 

500’500’
750’750’

1,000’1,000’

6,000’6,000’

4

3
,0

0
0

’
3

,0
0

0
’

4
,0

0
0

’
4

,0
0

0
’

1
,5

0
0

’
1

,5
0

0
’

5,000’
5,000’

33

1

22

22 22

5555

4

Source: California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook, 2011.
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LARGE AIR CARRIER RUNWAY

Assumptions:
- Minimal light-aircraft general aviation activity

- Predominately straight-in and straight-out flight routes

- Approach visibility minimums    ¾ mile

  See Note. 

<
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RPZ (Zone 1) size in each example is as indicated by FAA criteria 

for the approach type assumed. Adjustment may be necessary 

if the Approach type differs.

These examples are intended to provide general guidance for 

establishment of airport safety compatibility zones. They do 

not represent California Department of Transportation 

standards of policy.

MEDIUM GENERAL AVIATION RUNWAY

Assumptions:
- Length 4,000 to 5,999 feet

- Approach visibility minimums     ¾ mile and 

< 1 mile

- Zone 1 = 1,000’ x 1,510’ x 1,700

>

LONG GENERAL AVIATION RUNWAY

Assumptions:
- Length  6,000 or more

- Approach visibility minimums < ¾ mile 

- Zone 1 = 1,000’ x 1,750’ x 2,500

SHORT GENERAL AVIATION RUNWAY

Assumptions:
- Length less than 4,000 feet

- Approach visibility minimums     1 mile or 

visual approach only 

- Zone 1 = 250’ x 450’ x 1,000’

>
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IMPERIAL COUNTY ALUCP

Airport Land Use Planning Handbook Safety Zones

1. Where the community determines that residential or school uses must be allowed, measures to 
achieve outdoor-to-indoor Noise Level Reduction (NLR) of at least 25 dB and 30 dB, 
respectively, should be incorporated into building codes and be considered in individual 
approvals. Normal residential construction can be expected to provide an NLR of 20 dB; thus, 
the reduction requirements are often stated as 5, 10, or 15 dB over standard construction and 
normally assume mechanical ventilation and closed windows year round. However, the use of 
NLR criteria will not eliminate outdoor noise problems.

2. Measures to achieve NLR of 25 dB must be incorporated into the design and construction of 
portions of these buildings where the public is received, office areas, noise-sensitive areas, or 
where the normal noise level is low.

3. Measures to achieve NLR of 30 dB must be incorporated into the design and construction of 
portions of these buildings where the public is received, office areas, noise-sensitive areas, or 
where the normal noise level is low.

4. Measures to achieve NLR of 35 dB must be incorporated into the design and construction of 
portions of these buildings where the public is received, office areas, noise-sensitive areas, or 
where the normal noise level is low.

5. Land use compatible provided special sound reinforcement systems are installed.

6. Residential buildings require an NLR of 25.

7. Residential buildings require an NLR of 30.

8. Residential buildings not permitted.

Source: 14 CFR Part 150, Appendix A, Table 1.

Y (Yes) Land Use and related structures compatible without restrictions.

N (No) Land Use and related structures are not compatible and should be prohibited.

NLR Noise Level Reduction (outdoor-to-indoor) to be achieved through incorporation  
 of noise attenuation into the design and construction of the structure.

25, 30, 35 Land Use and related structures generally compatible; measures to achieve NLR 
 of 25, 30, or 35 dB must be incorporated into design and construction of structure.

KEY

NOTES

Public Use

Residential

LAND USE
65-70 70-75 75-80

Yearly Day-Night Average Sound Level (DNL) in Decibels
80-85 Over 85Below 65

Residential, other than mobile
homes and transient lodgings N N NY
Mobile home parks N N N N NY
Transient lodgings N1 N1 N1 N NY

Manufacturing & Production

Recreational

The designations contained in this table do not constitute a federal determination that any use of land covered by the program is acceptable under 
federal, state, or local law. The responsibility for determining the acceptable and permissible land uses and the relationship between specific 
properties and specific noise contours rests with the local authorities. FAA determinations under Part 150 are not intended to substitute 
federally-determined land uses for those determined to be appropriate by local authorities in response to locally-determined needs and values in 
achieving noise compatible land uses.

Schools Y

Hospitals and nursing homes 25 30YH
Churches, auditoriums, and concert halls

Government services

Transportation

ParkingP

Offices, business and professional

Wholesale and retail-building materials,
hardware and farm equipment

Retail trade-general

Utilities

Communication

Manufacturing, general

Photographic and optical

Agriculture (except livestock) and forestry

Livestock farming and breeding

Mining and fishing, resource
production and extraction

Outdoor sports arenas and spectator sports

Outdoor music shells, amphitheaters

Nature exhibits and zoos

Amusements, parks, resorts, and camps

Golf courses, riding stables, and water recreation
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IMPERIAL COUNTY ALUCP

Safety Zones
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Safety Zones
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Safety Zone Compatibility Criteria Matrix
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Calexico International
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Noise Contours

Airport Layout Plan

Table A1: Aircraft Fleet Mix and OperationsPart 77 Airspace Surfaces
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Cliff Hatfield Memorial
Airport (CLR)

Noise Contours

Airport Layout Plan

Table A1: Aircraft Fleet Mix and Operations

Part 77 Airspace Surfaces
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Imperial County
Airport (IPL)

Noise Contours

Airport Layout Plan
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